[ treatments that were more appropriate for elders.  These younger tits might be experiencing unwanted outcomes from these tatments.  It is also important to understand the difference :ween the actual effects of age and the perceived effects of age on lividuals and how this might influence their vulnerability as well :ecting the impact of prior life events.
Several possible approaches to the study of the special .nerabilty of the elderly were discussed.  These included a study young and old persons who have similar operations, for example, >lecystectomy or hysterectomy.  One might examine the response of i individuals to that particular intervention in view of their age 1 other associated factors, such as informal support systems. )ther possibility is the study of some predictable disease, such as rluenza, and how one might be able to stratify groups according to
1 and evaluate attack and severity rates.  Some nutritional )grams currently being initiated in departments of surgery provide jotentially important opportunity for investigating the :erminants and characteristics of some special vulnerabilities of
2 elderly.
Dementia and Health Behavior
There is a lack of concordance between the anatomical changes at occur in the central nervous system of individuals with senile nentia of the Alzheimer's type (SDAT) and the behavioral pathology an in those individuals. Behavioral changes cannot be accurately ^dieted by anatomical pathology.  It is thus of little use to parate persons into groups of equivalent severity on CAT scan for htavioral studies.
Innovative studies have demonstrated that substantial versibility of some of the behavioral pathology in dementia is ssible.l_6/  This view is derived in part from the lack of ncordance between behavior and anatomic changes and in part from e marked variability in the behavioral changes from person to rson.17/
It is well known among clinicians that making the diagnosis of pression in the elderly is difficult—the symptoms of depression ten resemble dementia.  Conferees involved in research on SDAT ported finding, on closer scrutiny, many patients in their studies
be erroneously diagnosed.  These results underline the value of ng-term follow-up in studies of this type, as well as the sappointing lack of specificity and accuracy in the diagnosis of mentia.to the adverse effects of any given treatment or disease.  The second is the mismatch between
